
Grade 8 Curriculum Night
September 29, 2021 
from 7:00 - 7:30pm

Ms. Britner, Mrs. Edgerton, 
Mrs. Blanchfield, Mr. Hamilton,

Mr. Tillona, and Mrs. Maines
While you wait, the 8th grade team would appreciate a 
minute of your time to fill out the Grade 8 Family Contact 
Survey.  The link is also in the chat box during our Zoom 
meeting. Please mute your mic when we are presenting.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNmpFC-OJpY1qt9upc5z3hI0doveDy0SVsI8N_MCBnu15_ww/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfNmpFC-OJpY1qt9upc5z3hI0doveDy0SVsI8N_MCBnu15_ww/viewform?usp=sf_link


Common Tech Questions from 8th grade families
- Google Classroom summaries

- HMS does not control how the summaries are processed or delivered
- Google classroom is not the location to view how your child is performing in 

class when it comes to grading.
- PowerSchool log in issues

- You all should have received an email to register you for PowerSchool
- There is a button to reset your password if you forgot it

- How to know if an assignment is missing or check your child’s work is 
complete

- Go to PowerSchool 
- Key for squares: orange (missing), red (late), green (absent), blue 

(incomplete)
- If an assignment shows missing after 2 weeks and your child shows you 

that it was completed, please email the teacher for confirmation.

http://www.hms.willingtonpublicschools.org/for_parents/power_school


SOAR: Safety, Ownership, Achievement, Respect
+ Replaces the Advisory period, 55 min per week
+ We are using the Second Step curriculum which is 

a research-based program designed to improve 
a student’s
+ Social-emotional skills
+ Help with problem solving
+ Increase empathy
+ Conquer challenges presented throughout life



SOAR: Safety, Ownership, Achievement, Respect
+ Units covered: Mindsets and Goals, Recognizing Bullying and 

Harassment, Thoughts, Emotions, and finally Decisions and 
Managing Relationships and Social Conflict

+ Founded on 5 major social and emotional competencies 
that include…

+ Self-awareness
+ Self-management
+ Social awareness
+ Relationship skills
+ Responsible decision making



Quarantine Google Classroom
+ Guidelines for how to manage students who may go out for 

an extended period of time due to covid symptoms are 
being solidified.

+ Work will be posted per subject area
+ Student needs to reach out to teachers with their 

completed work.
+ One teacher will touch base with the student once per 

school day - by appointment only
+ Google Classroom tour



Algebra One and 8th Grade Math
Ms. Britner



Math & Algebra 1 : Grading System

+ Math/Algebra Grade 
+ Homework: Graded by completion and effort only 

(10%)
+ Classwork: Graded for accuracy (20%)
+ Assessments include Test/Quiz/Project: 

Graded for accuracy (70%)
+ What’s Expected: Respect Yourself, Others, and the 

Work (0%)



Online Resources
+ PowerSchool - all grades are updated weekly

+ 8th grade family emails (grade 8 and Ms. Britner class info)

+ Google Classroom topics

+ Homework assignment Google Sheet

+ Some assignments digitally posted - most completed on paper

+ Ms. Britner’s 2021-2022 Digital Classroom 

+ Algebra Unit 1 Digital Classroom

+ Math Unit 1 Digital Classroom

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vTuYdXvrm_0IfjkU8ZkYHcZEJBpyaLaICTtBciK9i2MhQ-oUuwNZkLB5byIUwN8-Zss6_B5nRslpXa-/pubhtml
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRAZDb1bIZBzkiIsq5v55SbULti6ftUZZIwZBJC6Pg279Nu7gDou0LiaGsegF6k7yfxGmArQTNV7DEB/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vRYLSNr98SZWUIxf9TjQ0XXBgHtdWQenH1Q9Ow5UZ4SSlj-nlOGjC1p-k2zqYGdoJU8ObUEQdXBe_tR/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/e/2PACX-1vQYBg3bkvyBhHLLFdG06Lppaf3DsctMZjvuQRUmJfQFTQA8nG8KiM9LwjDMA1R9uomQh5YwvSnljlUo/pub?start=false&loop=false&delayms=3000&slide=id.g8a615085d2_0_1


Language Arts: Mrs. Edgerton



Language Arts: Mrs. edgerton
This year, all Language Arts classrooms will be implementing the Reading 
and Writing workshop.

● The workshop model is student-focused. It is based on students’ 
interests and individual needs.

● We follow the Calkins Units of Study Curriculum
● Grading: Class Work Points with Varying Points Based on Time/Skills



Reading Units
● Students must read 30 minutes every night for homework
● Units include: Dystopian, Characterization, and Research
● Students must advocate when struggling with a text
● Students are encouraged to read within their reading levels with 

independent workshop units
● Students apply mini lesson skills to text reflection and projects



Writing Units
● Students must write for homework as needed to complete objectives
● Students must still maintain an independent reading book
● Units include: Position Papers, Research, and Essays
● Students apply mini lesson skills to their own final projects



8th Grade 
Science

Mrs. Blanchfield



8th Grade Science Units:

Quarter 1 → “Car Collisions”

Anchoring Phenomenon/Design Problem: Collisions

Unit Driving Question: What happens when two objects collide?

Culminating Performance Task: Students will design an explanatory model of a collision in space.

Quarter 3 → “Jurassic Park”

Anchoring Phenomenon/Design Problem: Jurassic Park movie

Unit Driving Question: Why and how are some traits in living organisms evident while others are not over multiple generations?

Culminating Performance Task: Students will create a proposal, as if talking to the producers of Jurassic Park, that is a more accurate representation 
of the science portrayed in the movie using specific examples.



Today’s Lesson Agenda: Friday 9/10 
Objective: By the end of the lesson, students will be able to complete guided 
notes on the terms “independent variable” and “dependent variable”, and will 
write a procedure for building a toothpick tower
Agenda: 
1) Warm Up → See the whiteboard on Mrs. Blanchfield’s lab desk.
2) Take out guided notes → Review notes from yesterday and check to see 

that all notes have been completed up to the “hypothesis” section.
3) Review pieces of the scientific method.
4) Mrs. Blanchfield will give you detailed instructions on today’s toothpick 

tower activity.
5) Exit ticket

Science 

Lesson 

Storage 

Room

Email 

Mrs. 

Blanchfield

https://video.link/w/k44db?src=syt
https://video.link/w/k44db?src=syt
https://video.link/w/e34db?src=syt
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cd3AQPtV_BvTxXKqPgzI72AAEiRl9nYswhmCsOQ8zOA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1cd3AQPtV_BvTxXKqPgzI72AAEiRl9nYswhmCsOQ8zOA/view?usp=sharing
https://video.link/w/1ynzb
#
#
#
#
#
#
mailto:jblanchfield@willingtonct.org
mailto:jblanchfield@willingtonct.org
mailto:jblanchfield@willingtonct.org
https://willingtonct.powerschool.com/public/


8th Grade 
Social Studies

American History II

Mr. Hamilton



Syllabus
UNIT ONE: WESTWARD EXPANSION AND THE CIVIL WAR

● The Road to the Civil War Simulation

● The Civil War

● Rebuilding the United States (Reconstruction)

UNIT TWO: U.S. BECOMES A WORLD POWER

● Industrialization

● Urbanization

● Immigration

● Imperialism and World War I Simulation

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/index.cfm


+ Email

Stacey Britner (Math/Algebra) sbritner@willingtonct.org 

Jennifer Edgerton (LA) jedgerton@willingtonct.org 

Jessica Blanchfield (Science) jblanchfield@willingtonct.org 

Jason Hamilton (Social Studies) jhamilton@willingtonct.org 

Christopher Tillona (Special Education) ctillona@willingtonct.org 

Nicole Maines (Special Education) nmaines@willingtonct.org 

mailto:sbritner@willingtonct.org
mailto:jedgerton@willingtonct.org
mailto:jblanchfield@willingtonct.org
mailto:jhamilton@willingtonct.org
mailto:ctillona@willingtonct.org
mailto:nmaines@willingtonct.org



